‘Snippetts Plus’

Edition 38 – April - 2009

“A Nation that fails to plan intelligently for the development and protection of its precious waters will be condemned to wither because of shortsightedness. The hard lessons of history are clear, written on the deserted sands and ruins of once proud civilisations.” Lyndon B. Johnson, 36th President of the United States of America.

"When the well's dry, we know the worth of water" this quote is credited to noted 18th century polymath Benjamin Franklin.
Date item sourced will be bold in black – Where item sourced from will also be bold and the headline will continue as is bold green underlined. Drought still ravages much of Australia and the inflows into the Murray-Darling Basin are decreasing so the supply within the Basin and to places that source water from the Basin is struggling to be met and on top of that we have a Global economy sliding into recession and the predictions of ‘climate change’. Irrespective of the above, selfishness and an Un-Australian culture are thriving. If we across the Basin do not force, especially Local Government, and then our Federal and State Governments to show leadership what hope have we got?
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The site is available at - www.mdba.gov.au/water/waterinstorage
Just click on the interactive map of the Basin for the latest data on water held in public storage anywhere in the Basin.

You can check the current volume of water in each storage facility expressed as a figure and a percentage. For the Murray, you can compare current storage levels against historical comparisons (link is under the ‘bucket’ in each relevant catchment page. The site also includes links to the latest seasonal water allocations of each relevant State water agency (on the front page along the bottom). 

Water volume and level of South Australia’s Lower Lakes is also viewable and will be updated weekly. You can also download a detailed quarterly Basin-wide water resource spreadsheet, which includes estimates of water held in private storages in the northern Basin, and commitments in each river system.” If you do have the time to preview the site we would interested in hearing your reactions and views. Regards, Sam Leone - Director Media - Murray–Darling Basin Authority - w: www.mdba.gov.au 

The Australian Water Network – Media Release: 

Murray Darling Basin (MDB) has been mismanaged and requires an immediate Rescue.

The Australian Water Network fully supports the Open Letter to the Prime Minister of Australia Kevin Rudd prepared by Ian Douglas of Fair Water Use (Australia) on the 7th April 2009 and the call for an immediate State of Emergency and Royal Commission based on community terms of reference posted by Fair Water (Use Australia). Since 1997 MDB average inflows have been 5,700 GL/year vs. previous average inflows of 11,600 GL/year. MDB diversions for consumptive use during this period of time have averaged 8,893 GL/year. The total volume of water diverted is approximately 97,824 GL and South Australia's share of this water was a meagre 6% or an average of 549 GL/year for a total of 6,037 GL. There are 65 major storages and 600,000 private dams in the MDB capable of diverting one and half times the average flow of every river in the basin and 25,560 km of irrigation supply and drainage channels.

For the Murray Darling Basin Authority (MDBA) head Rob Freeman (Former CEO of the SA Department of Water, Land and Biodiversity Conservation) to question whether there is enough water to supply the South Australian urban and industry users in the year ahead is an admission that the MDBA and its predecessor the Murray Darling Basin Commission has failed to effectively manage the most critical resource to South Australians during a protracted drought. According to statistics published by the Australian Bureau of Statistics for pastures and crops irrigated in the Murray-Darling Basin for 2006-07, there is a continuing failure to prioritise water use based on critical Australian domestic needs vs. using water for export crops during the worst drought in recorded history. Of the 4,458 GL of water used for irrigation in the MDB in 2006-07, the ABS estimates that 1,058 GL of water was used for rice and cotton, 534 GL used for grapevines, 1,093 GL used for pasture and 690 GL for cereal crops.

In 2007-08 despite diversions being the lowest in the last eleven years and amounting to just 3,913 GL, the first market report of the National Water Commission reported that an extraordinary 921GL of permanent water access entitlement and 1594 GL of temporary water allocation was traded in that year. The management of the resource by Australian governments and their agencies is an international disgrace. There has been a systemic failure to effectively adapt to the drought as it evolved and minimise environmental, social and economic consequences. It seems if you have the money, water is not a problem as demonstrated by the lawns of two Canberra schools, one public and the other private. Effective water sharing plans are required immediately and not in 2014. 

Not only is the environment being abandoned and disadvantaged by existing water sharing arrangements but irrigation communities built by families over generations are being abandoned in favour of corporate irrigation farms offered tax incentives by the Federal government. Compounding the management malaise has been the water reform agenda to secretly privatise water in Australia without telling and asking the permission of the Australian people. The water market itself lacks any strategic focus. The process works by state governments allowing the unbundling of water licenses from property and then by allowing those licenses to be traded on the free market as a free gift from the government without reference to Parliament and the people.

Water privatisation is no longer a Secret

In the depth of the most protracted drought in recorded history, an American investment company has recently purchased a permanent entitlement of 10 GL of high security water for $20 million – an action that has enraged Australians. 
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In an ironic twist the purchase makes redundant the $1.4 Billion 50 GL/year Adelaide Desalination Plant with estimated annual operating costs of over $100 million. What is already a very bad environmental idea for a Gulf not open to the ocean is also a very bad economic idea. The money saved would be better spent on stormwater harvesting and recycling wastewater for industry use. This would save the endangered Adelaide Coastal Waters in the Gulf of St Vincent where 9,000 hectares of old growth seagrass has already been wiped out.

Maude Barlow Senior Advisor on Water to the President of the United Nations General Assembly at the Australian Water Summit on 1st April 2009 exploded the secret onto the world stage and called on the Australian Government to "declare its water to be a public trust. It is time for the national government to re-instate the public ownership of water." Australian politicians to a man and women have been strangely silent, a clear sign democracy and section 100 of the Australian Constitution have both been compromised. They are too embarrassed to own up.  Make no mistake communities across Australia will be holding politicians accountable at the next election who have dispossessed them of their public water rights and their environments.

The Lower Lakes and Coorong is a National Disgrace and Responsibility

The remedial action being planned by the South Australian Government to address specific problems in the Lower Murray, Lower Lakes and Coorong created by the mismanagement of the Basin defies belief and current science. The actions planned fail to identify and addresses the systemic causes that has resulted in the current state of affairs. The largest research project ever carried out by the CSIRO's Murray-Darling Basin Sustainable Yields Project investigated the likely impact of climate change on surface and groundwater yields. This project was carried out with the full cooperation and scrutiny of federal and stage government agencies. The following conclusions documented in the stakeholder presentation for the Murray region support the community case of gross mismanagement for which the South Australian government shares a significant part of the responsibility for failing to adapt to the drought and to demand a viable share of the water resource as allowed for under section 100 of the Constitution:

-        " Adelaide and SA rural town water supply would be unaffected under this or any 2030 climate scenario"

-        "The modelling indicates that levels in the Lower Lakes would not fall below mean sea level under any 2030 climate scenario, although minimal lake areas would be lower than under the historical climate in very dry years."

CSIRO has reported that some southern areas of the basin are experiencing a once in a 300 year drought This is not cause for panic but sound management practices of the resource are required.

Critically the full report Water Availability in the Murray states the following on pages 57 and 107:

Page 57 - "The combined impact of future climate change and development on end-of-system flows is large, because in terms of average diversion volumes, current water sharing arrangements protect consumptive water users from much of the impact of reductions in surface water availability."

Page 107 - "Importantly, during low flow periods, levels in the Lower Lakes are very sensitive to South Australian irrigation allocations. The current modelling of South Australian irrigation allocations in MSM (Monthly Simulation Model) does not adequately reflect actual low flow irrigation allocations and so is not well suited to assessing short-term management options for the Lower Lakes."
The South Australian Government has failed to demand better water sharing arrangements for the MDB during the drought. It has failed to place a moratorium on growing demand for River Murray water. Instead it has allowed itself to be captured by the economic ideas of a water market and unconstrained growth. The Hon Karlene Maywald stated at the recent Australian Water Summit in Sydney "We are investing over $3 billion dollars in water infrastructure at the moment." In common with most states of the MDB public funds on water infrastructure could be much better spent and targeted particularly on stormwater harvesting and wastewater recycling.

· Since the Media Release was E-mailed via the Australian Water Network on the 21st April 2009, further damning information continues to surface; 
-        Billions of dollars spent by governments for little return on the Murray Darling Basin.

-        Corporate Agribusiness Timbercorp fails – 120GL of permanent water worth $150 million.

-        In Victoria carryover introduced as a drought measure has now been made permanent further reducing flows. 

-        In Sunraysia Goulburn-Murray Water had to reduce irrigators' entitlements to less than 100% for the first time when   

          they gambled that inflows would soon return to normal in 2005-06.

-        Meanwhile the South Australian Government gambles South Australia's share of Murray River water under section 100 

          of the Australian Constitution on water markets & privatisation without a murmur of protest from South Australia's  

          politicians or the media – clearly all they care about is privatisation.

-        The South Australian Liberals have abandoned South Australian urban residents rights to a fair share of water from the 

          River Murray (95% of all water diverted from the MDB is for agriculture and a substantial part of that is exported as   

          virtual water).

-        Maude Barlow during her recent visit to the Lower Lakes asked "Why would they do that?" the reasons are becoming 

          increasing clear, water privatisation is the agenda at whatever it takes and whatever the cost – the South Australian 

          Parliament needs to own up!

-        South Australian residents need to join Sunraysia irrigator's challenge to section 100 of the Australian Constitution 

         announced today which they have studiously ignored at their peril.
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FarmOnLine - Battle for $86m Upper SE drain reaches critical stage
Recommendations to complete or sink the final stage of the $86 million Upper South East Dryland Salinity and Flood Management Program will be considered at the project group's board meeting in Adelaide today. It will also focus attention on the intense battle between two landholder groups – Bald Hill/Wimpinmerit Catchment Group and Parrakie Wetlands Pty Ltd – to win the 'hearts and minds' of politicians to their cause. BHW group spokesman Peter England says real science is being ignored in the face of baseless assumptions about wetland sustainability. "We are concerned the lobbying and publicity generated by those opposed to completion of the scheme could lead to a no-drainage decision," he said.

"And that would be disastrous for the very wetlands those opposed to completion are fighting to save." The Parrakie group argues that a proposed Bald Hill drain along the eastern boundary of the 720-hectare wetlands would effectively cut off the local catchment water and spark a massive decline of the ecology. In particular, they believe this would adversely impact on the 20ha Rocky's Swamp, which is purported to have the highest open water Biodiversity Significance Index Score in the SE.

The other major sticking point focuses squarely on the depth of drains. Director of Parrakie Wetlands Pty Ltd Patrick Ross, from Lucindale, in a submission to a 2005 Senate inquiry, said 70 per cent of landholders had originally wanted wide, shallow drains to help alleviate seasonal flooding.

"This cannot go on unchecked. There seems to be no system in place where the program has to be audited or any sort of reporting that should be in the public domain," he had said. "The program continues to dig when there is a wealth of evidence that deep drains are not the panacea they are made out to be." Politicians and bureaucrats, meanwhile, are grappling with the complexities of widely varying data that may influence a Cabinet decision - expected within a month - to proceed with or abandon the final stage of the project.

NFF puts states on notice as SA ups the water war
South Australia has expanded its High Court challenge to include Victoria's lesser-known 10 per cent cap on water trading, but the National Farmers' Federation says the time for talk from the states is over. Reports this morning indicate SA Premier Mike Rann has expanded his legal challenge against Victoria's 4pc cap on the volume of water being traded in any one year, to now include the 10pc cap on the amount of water that can be traded out of any single irrigation district in a year. The move is sure to inflame tensions between the states ahead of tomorrow's Council of Australian Governments (COAG) meeting in Hobart.

The NFF wants that meeting to deliver on the Federal Government's Water for the Future plan, which includes a dedicated $5.8 billion rural water-use component. The NFF is angry that after 18 months in office the plan is still "undelivered and the patience of farmers has been exhausted". NFF Water Taskforce chair Laurie Arthur says if COAG again fails to agree on and fast track the rollout of the on-farm component of the plan, "then the states must be bypassed on national water reform".
"The Federal Government's water reform agenda was sold to the rural sector on the premise that it is a two-pronged, co-ordinated approach for both water acquisition and infrastructure investment," Mr Arthur said. 

"The Federal Government said it could deliver this plan due to the goodwill between it and its Labor State Government counterparts. "Instead, the two-pronged plan has only seen one element, water acquisition, enacted on the ground.

"While it is important that the Government only buy water from willing sellers, farmers are still waiting for programs to fast-track water-saving works to off-set water buy-back and continue sustainable farm production." Mr Arthur said that without on-farm infrastructure upgrades driving water savings, the water buy-back was "a half-baked solution". 

"With water needed from on-farm water savings to restore environmental flows, state governments have simply failed to put projects together to meet these critical dual needs. Tomorrow is their last chance to act," he said. 

Great Southern to sell cattle stations
The debt-laden, ASX-listed Great Southern has put its three prize cattle stations across northern Australia on the market for a price expected to be well over $100 million. According to The Australian Financial Review, the sale includes 100,000 branded cattle and is expected to be the biggest official public offering since AMP offered the Stanbroke portfolio in 2003.

The move comes after Great Southern, which has $105 million in debt due to be repaid by October, gained shareholder approval to issue new shares in return for its beef cattle projects. The 660,800-hectare Moola Bulla at Halls Creek in Western Australia, is the largest holding offered, closely followed by the 596,430-hectare Wrotham Park at Chillagoe in Queensland. The third property is the 182,000-hectare Chudleigh Park at Hughenden, Queensland, which Great Southern bought from Starwell Pty Ltd in 1994. 

Great Southern's chief executive Cameron Rhodes said the sale of the properties was part of the company's strategic plan, as announced to the ASX on April 8. "We have a very clear Five Point Plan in place to assist us in achieving our short term priorities," he said. "Part of that plan is to sell the company's non-core assets, which includes these cattle properties." According to Great Southern, the properties all have close proximity to sale yards, live export ports and therefore the south East Asia market. Moola Bulla will go to auction in Darwin on Tuesday, 16 June 2009. Chudleigh Park and Wrotham Park will go to auction in Townsville, Queensland, on Friday, 19 June 2009. They will be sold as three separate lots by real estate agents Ray White Rural Queensland and Elders Queensland. 

Timber MIS class action possible
The path could be open for investors to launch a class action against failed managed investment schemes (MIS), the financial advisors who peddled them, or even the Federal Government for allowing them. 
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The Shareholders Association of Australia said there was precedent against companies which had created a misleading prospectus and poor governance. With uncertainty now surrounding the future of some 500,000 hectares of land under MIS control, consultant Mike Stephens said it was "mind boggling" that the federal government had no immediate intention of changing the MIS tax ruling, allowing upfront tax deductibility for investors. "The real villains are the members of the present and recent federal Government who allow the continuation of a flawed policy," Mr Stephens said. "The MIS policy in the forestry industry has developed a false and unsustainable market for farming land, been responsible for the destruction of rural communities, created an oversupply of timber, cost the tax payer millions, failed to deliver a return for the investor and will leave a landscape which will cost thousands of dollars per hectare to rehabilitate." He suggests such management in the private sector would deliver a class action.

Last year, financial auditor HLB Mann Judd raised serious governance questions with failed timber MIS Environinvest, after it appointed administrators in September. A misleading prospectus, no due diligence and a lack of accurate and reliable management reporting were cited amongst the failings of the company. Timbercorp last week also appointed administrators, who have declared the company has net debt of over $900 million and assets of just under $600 million. It has more than 18,500 investors and employs about 170 staff. Timbercorp administrators have suspended all forestry and horticulture operations but have allowed the current olive harvest to continue. Two meetings have been planned for next Tuesday in Melbourne; one for creditors and suppliers, and a second for investor growers. It is at this second meeting where the future of the company will be decided after the administrators make their recommendations. Questions are still being raised about the financial viability of Great Southern Plantations, one of the largest landholders in Australia.

Between 2001 and 2006 more than $3.6 billion was spent on agribusiness managed investment schemes according to Great Southern, representing a compound growth rate of 36pc. Back in May 2006, land valuer Patrick Mackarness and Melbourne University lecturer Bill Malcolm blew the whistle on the timber schemes to Rural Press, outlining the flawed model of MIS investment and the lack of power ASIC had to keep companies in check. "Under the Act (Managed Investment Act 1998), investment managers are not required to give annual financial accounts to investors, or report specifically on annual productivity of investments," Mr Mackarness said at the time. 

The comments were backed by Mike Stephens and Associates who, in a submission to a federal review of MIS 2006, also highlighted the structural problems associated with the largely tax driven industry. Report author, agricultural economist and banker David Cornish, stated: "Independent forestry advice has shown that charging investors up to $9000/ha is expected to deliver a loss to the investor. Yet due to the government's tax policy the unsuspecting public is induced into these schemes by the availability of the upfront tax deduction.
Northern Rivers Echo - Lismore, New South Wales, Australia - Our river system a crying shame
Steve Posselt spent four months kayaking down the Murray-Darling from Brisbane to Adelaide and has written a book about his experiences. Former water engineer Steve Posselt decided he needed to learn more about rivers so he embarked on a kayak trek down the entire Murray-Darling system from Brisbane to Adelaide. The experience left him a changed man. “I set out with an open mind to learn about the inland river system. By the time I got to the end I had to figure out exactly what my emotions were,” Steve said. “My main emotion was shame. I’m ashamed, particularly of the engineering we’ve done to this country, ashamed to be part of a whole society that has wrecked its inland river system.”

Steve, who lives in Alstonville, has written a book about his experiences called Cry Me a River, which will be launched by Ballina Mayor Phil Silver at the Ballina Fair Cinema on Monday, May 4. “Look at something like the Richmond, which is probably the most degraded of all the rivers of coastal NSW,” Steve said. “When you talk to the Department of Primary Industries and they say ‘we’ve got to get used to massive fish-kills every five or seven years’... I don’t accept that. We have to change. “We have to look to what the problem is and fix it. Most of the problem is because we have sought to dominate the natural landscape, to make something we thought was better and it hasn’t turned out to be better.

We’ve got to learn to live with nature, to use nature to help us. That’s a lot of rethinking, particularly in the engineering profession. An engineer can build anything... the question is should we?” Steve said he thought it was unfair to ask engineers to be the guardians of society. “It’s society who decides what we want and one thing we want is a healthy Richmond River.”

On his journey, Steve had to jump out and drag his kayak for more than 1000 kilometres because there was no water. He said one of the reasons was excessive irrigation. “Irrigation creates wealth but we export a huge amount of our water. For instance, for every 22 cents that we make in exports from rice, we use a kilolitre of water,” Steve said. “For cotton it’s 55 cents for every kilolitre. We’re actually in the driest continent on earth, we are exporting our water in the form of crops, so that can’t be very smart and we’re paying the price.” Steve’s longest walk during his journey was 42.4km in one day – just over a marathon, harnessed like a draught horse with his kayak behind him.

“It’s too late for some of the Murray-Darling, some of it is dead,” Steve said. “Parts [of the old river bed] are light yellow in colour with nothing growing on them. They have an acid content much stronger than the acid in your car battery. “It actually took me a month of thinking to come up with what my emotion was after I’d finished. You run through all sorts of things; you’re upset, you have to really figure out what it means to you. Ultimately I recognised it as shame.” Steve believes we need to have a serious think about how, as a society, we manage water. “In the past we only had the ability to capture water from a major source, that was the technology that was available and we thought it was a lot better than the tank water we had previously,” he said. “Now we need to think about the mix. We thought it was okay to dam things, we didn’t understand. Personally, I’m not connected to Rous Water. 
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We get 60 inches a year at Alstonville; there’s plenty of water for our tanks. “We need to understand what it’s all about, understand if you take water out of a river there will be consequences. If you drain a swamp there will be consequences.”

The Australian - Sydney, Australia - Rann raises stakes in water dispute
The South Australian Government is widening its High Court legal challenge aimed at forcing other states to release more water into the Murray River to include a little-known 10 per cent Victorian cap on water trading. The raising of the stakes in the legal brawl by South Australia sets up a fiery showdown between Premier Mike Rann and his Victorian counterpart John Brumby at tomorrow's Council of Australian Governments meeting in Hobart. Victorian Water Minister Tim Holding last night accused Mr Rann of mounting a "predictable pre-COAG stunt" and urged him to "take some action to improve the health of the Murray River". Mr Rann last month announced a constitutional challenge to try to get Victoria to remove its controversial 4 per cent cap on water trading. The case will now be broadened to include a "little-known 10 per cent cap on Victoria's water trading market" which exists in addition to the 4 per cent cap. Only 4 per cent of Victorian irrigators' water allocations can be sold on the open market, and Victoria is refusing to end the restriction. The cap increases to 6per cent by the end of this year and will not be abolished completely until 2014. Mr Rann told The Australian last night the state's legal challenge would be lodged by the end of July. He said that even if the 4per cent cap was abolished, the 10 per cent one would remain. 

"The 10 per cent cap on trading sits above the 4 per cent cap and provides a permanent block to water trade," he said. 

The Premier said his legal team had advised the 10 per cent cap "will soon become the real culprit in blocking the free trade of water licences held by Victorian irrigators". "Like the 4 per cent cap, the 10per cent cap is a state government-imposed water trading cap and stops more than 10per cent of water licences ever being purchased from a particular irrigation district," he said. He warned that NSW would bear the brunt of the buyback scheme if the Victorian trade barriers remained. 

Mr Rann said the state's legal team was also examining whether the commonwealth had legal responsibilities it must uphold in maintaining the health of the Coorong. Mr Holding last night confirmed the second 10 per cent cap, but said the Victorian Government's $2 billion irrigation modernisation project would "return more water than Adelaide uses in a year to the Murray River and its tributaries". "The South Australian Government knows full well that removing water trading barriers immediately would not provide the necessary water to save the Lower Lakes," he said.

By Bill - johnnalbandian.com » Blog Archive » The Coorong 

Coorong is a national park and lagoon ecosystem in South Australia (Australia), 156 km southeast of Adelaide. Its name is thought to be a corruption of the Aboriginal word kurangh, meaning “long neck”; a reference to the shape of the lagoon system. The name is also thought to be from the Aboriginal word Coorang, “sand dune”, a reference to the sand dunes that can be seen between the park and the Southern Ocean. The western edge of the Coorong starts at the Murray Mouth, at Hindmarsh Island and the Sir Richard Peninsula, and goes about 130 km southeast. The park area includes the Coorong itself, and Younghusband Peninsula which separates the Coorong from Encounter Bay in the Southern Ocean. The Coorong is blocked off from Lake Alexandrina (South Australia) by several weirs at Pelican Point. The park was formed in 1966 as a sanctuary for many species of birds, animals and fish. It attracts many migratory species. Its refuge for these animals during some of Australia’s regular droughts. The 467 km² also supports coastal dune systems, lagoons and coastal vegetation. One of the unique things about the Coorong is the interaction of water along its length, with seawater and Murray River water meeting rainfall and groundwater. The freshwater supports the fauna of the area while the seawater is the habitat for much of the birdlife. The waters of the Coorong are a popular venue for recreational and commercial fishers. The popular ‘Coorong Mullet’ and ‘School Mullaway’ are the main species. The region was the setting of the popular 1977 film Storm Boy.

http://www.wtvm.com/Global/story.asp?S=10269850 

WTVM - Columbus, GA, USA - City says water rates won't fall with drought over
Atlanta (AP) - Although state officials declared last month that the drought was over, Atlanta officials say they won't lower water rates that were raised last year when homeowners were using less water because of the drought. Rob Hunter, the city's watershed management commissioner, said Tuesday that it takes a few years for water use to start building back up. Hunter's staff said water use decreased by 10% during the drought the city raised the rates by 27.5% last June. The executive director of the Fulton County Taxpayers Foundation, Barbara Payne, said the city should consider lowering the rates, saying people are being punished for conserving water.

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2009-04/29/content_11281845.htm 
Xinhua – China - Drought cripples life in W Nepal
Katmandu, April 29 (Xinhua) -- The life of the local people in western Nepal has crippled as most of the water sources dried up due to drought. According to a report of the Nepali national news agency RSS on Wednesday, there is dearth of water in 

Jajarkot district, some 325km west of the capital Katmandu for drinking purpose as water sources of Nayakwada Village Development Committee (VDC), Suwakot VDC and Sakla VDC have dried up. 

The people have to wait for two-three hours for their turn to get one pitcher full of water, the report quoted Karma Bahadur Shahi of Sakla VDC as saying. On top of that Dalit (lower caste) people of Nayakwada VDC are compelled to walk for one hour to get water. Dalit people in remote villages of Nepal are prohibited to fetch water together with higher-ranking people. 

"The farmers are worried about being unable to sow seeds for paddy plantation," said the report. Pervasive drought and the changing of climate have not only caused water shortage in the country but also have impact on forest fire in 31 districts across the country.

http://english.rednet.cn/c/2009/04/29/1752900.htm 
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红网 - 长沙,湖南,China - Hunan in Preparation for Flood Control and Drought Relief
The Yangtze River Inspection Team of the State Flood Control and Drought Relief Commanding Institution inspected preparation work for flood control and drought relief on April 26 and 27. Qiaoyong, Vice Minister of Water Resources, Cai Qihua, Commissioner of Changjiang (Yangtze River) Water Resources Commission (CWRC) of the Ministry of Water Resources and their party came to Changsha on April 27. They inspected live training of the Zhouqiao militia battalion of Changsha and many water resource facilities such as flood control project on the east bank of Xiangjiang River and others. Qiaoyong highly appreciated Changsha water resource facilities constructed in recent years. He said that Changsha now has greatly improved its capacity for flood control and drought relief, but Changsha has to be on high alert. As a key flood control city, Changsha must make enough pre-planning to prevent floods in case it occurs.

After listening to the work report on flood control and drought relief, Qiaoyong highly appreciated the work on flood control and drought relief. He pointed out that Hunan has staged in the flood season at present easy to suffer flood anytime. He hopes Hunan Province to spare its efforts to prepare for flood control and drought relief based on the requirements from the State Flood Control and Drought Relief Commanding Institution. Yang Taibo, member of the Standing Committee of Hunan Provincial Party Committee and Secretary of Hunan Provincial Party Committee presided over the meeting. Vice-Governor Xu Minghua reported to the inspection team. Leaders like Zhang Jianfei, Zhang Yinlong, and Duan Xiangjun took part in the inspection tour.
http://www.kellercitizen.com/101/story/12748.html 

Keller Citizen - Keller, TX, USA - Keller to update drought plan
This summer Keller residents on public water systems may have to reset their sprinkler timers if a new drought plan takes effect. The city must realign its drought plan to that of its supplier, Fort Worth, Keller officials said last week. Fort Worth officials "want to make sure in the emergency water plan that if the supply – not what they can pump to us, but what is getting to them – has to be cut back, that automatically we’re following the same triggers," Keller public works director Greg Dickens said. Under the plan, certain conservation measures are triggered by various drought conditions:

Stage 1 is implemented after three consecutive days of 90 percent pumping capacity. It limits lawn watering to Wednesdays and Saturdays for residential addresses ending in even numbers and Thursdays and Sundays for odd-number addresses. Watering is allowed at businesses, parks, apartments, medians and industrial facilities on Tuesdays and Fridays. The schedule is designed to reduce usage by 5 percent.

Stage 2, with a 10 percent reduction goal, is implemented after three days of 95 percent capacity. Watering would be allowed only once a week.

Stage 3, designed to reduce usage by 20 percent, prohibits outdoor watering.

All measures are mandatory, a break from the plan last year, which contained some voluntary measures, Dickens said. Violators could be fined up to $2,000. Restrictions on watering 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. are in place year-round. Most residents of north Keller operate on private water wells and are not affected by municipal watering rules.
http://www.onlineathens.com/stories/042909/new_434540050.shtml 

Online Athens - Athens, GA, USA - Water experts take note of hard drought lessons
If Athens environmentalists had a motto, it might be, "Never forget." As the region winds down from a severe two-year drought, water experts said at a forum Tuesday night that residents and officials should keep the crisis in mind and make changes to ensure enough water is on hand to weather the next one. "We need to be ready for (drought) to happen again," said Ben Emanuel, a local journalist and member of the Georgia River survey. Many people already are forgetting how bad the drought was, Emanuel said. The Middle Oconee River - which provides drinking water to Athens and feeds the Bear Creek Reservoir - dropped from a flow of 300 cubic feet per second to 1.4 cubic feet per second in fall 2007, when the area was mere weeks away from running out of water. 

The river "essentially ran dry," he said. Athens is expected to grow to about 140,000 people by 2030, Athens-Clarke Water Conservation Coordinator Marilyn Hall said, but the water supply won't be growing, so residents must continue to conserve. Utilities "have to provide what people demand, so we should demand less," Hall said. Jenny Hoffner, director of water efficiency at the Southeast Regional Office of American Rivers, pitched efficiency as the key to accommodating growth while avoiding shortages. New reservoirs, Hoffner said, are inefficient and expensive, in addition to hurting rivers' ecosystems. As the climate grows warmer, less rain will fall in the summer when it's needed most, and more water will evaporate, making reservoirs "very vulnerable," she said. Efficiency measures such as pricing water to encourage conservation, fixing leaks in water mains and installing low-flow fixtures in homes and offices are cheaper and more effective than new reservoirs, Hoffner said.

Individuals can make their homes more efficient by following such simple tips as fixing leaky toilets and faucets and planting less turf grass and more drought-resistant native plants, said Hall and Heather Koepnick, an employee at Thyme After Thyme nursery. The forum, called "Blue Water for a Green Future," was organized by the Athens Environmental Summit. The coalition of environmental groups has released an annual report, "Growing Sustainably," for five years, but decided to host the forum this year instead, Athens-Clarke Environmental Coordinator Dick Field said.
http://www3.signonsandiego.com/stories/2009/apr/28/bn28padre-dam-water/?metro&zIndex=90290 

San Diego Union Tribune - San Diego, CA, USA - Padre Dam water district declares Level 2 drought
Santee – The Padre Dam Municipal Water District on Tuesday became the second water district in the county to declare a Level 2 drought, which will limit the day’s residents can water their lawns and will increase the cost of their water bills. 
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The Fallbrook Water District approved a Level 2 drought declaration Monday. Other water districts across the county are expected to follow in the next couple of weeks. Padre Dam's action, which will take effect July 1, follows the lead of the San Diego County Water Authority, which declared a Level 2 drought April 23. Padre Dam, which serves more than 100,000 residents from Santee to Alpine, gets its water from the water authority. 

The Level 2 drought declaration means that residential and commercial irrigation will be limited to three days a week; lawn sprinklers will be limited to 10 minutes at a time; and ornamental fountains must be turned off unless they run on recycled water. The district also raised its fees for new homes and businesses that want to hook up to the Padre Dam system. The district's fees will increase to $8,872 for a typical single-family house, up from current charges that range from $4,762 to $7,885. 

http://www.bizjournals.com/sanantonio/stories/2009/04/27/daily8.html 

Mandatory Water Restrictions Arrive in Drought-Struck San Antonio ...
The Edwards Aquifer Authority has officially declared a drought for the San Antonio region, requiring groundwater permit holders to reduce consumption by 20 percent for at least the next 30 days. The mandatory Stage I drought restriction applies to all Edwards Aquifer water users served by the San Antonio Pool. This includes water utilities in all of Bexar and Medina counties and parts of Atascosa, Caldwell, Comal, Guadalupe and Hays counties. The Edwards Aquifer Authority instituted the water restriction in response to the prolonged drought that is affecting the region. Specifically, Stage 1 was triggered once average spring flow at San Marcos Springs dropped below 96 cubic feet per second over a 10-day average. On Sunday, April 26, the 10-day average at San Marcos Springs registered 94.3 cubic feet per second. The Edwards Aquifer Authority manages, enhances and protects the Edwards Aquifer, which provides fresh supplies of drinking water to 1.7 million people.
Adelaide Independent Weekly - Adelaide, South Australia, Australia - Missing water will cost millions
The failure to include water issues and management of the Murray-Darling Basin on the agenda for tomorrow’s Council of Australian Governments meeting in Hobart will cost taxpayers millions in legal fees, according to Liberal Senator for South Australia Simon Birmingham. “With South Australia threatening to take Victoria to the High Court over water management it beggars belief the issue has been left off of the agenda for tomorrow’s meeting between the Prime Minister and all Premiers,” Senator Birmingham said today.

“The failure to address this issue cooperatively at forums like COAG will leave South Australian and Victorian taxpayers faced with legal fees likely to run into millions of dollars. This is an unnecessary waste of both time and money. Our leaders should instead be able to resolve these issues like grown-ups. Before the last election Mr Rudd was keen on saying that the buck would stop with him. Rather than washing his hands of this interstate dispute he should stay true to his word, step in and force a resolution. COAG provides the perfect forum for Mr Rudd to save taxpayers millions of dollars. He should immediately list these water issues on the agenda for tomorrow’s meeting,” he said.  

http://theredmullet.blogspot.com/2009/04/yet-more-ice-disappearing.html 

By risa - the red mullet: Yet more ice disappearing
Tromsoe, Norway (Reuters) - A fast melt of ice from the Andes to the Arctic should be a wake-up call for governments to work out a strong new United Nations treaty this year to fight climate change, Norway said on Tuesday. Foreign Minister Jonas Gahr Stoere, starting two-day talks of the eight Arctic nations and scientists in the northern city of Tromsoe, said ice was vanishing from land around the planet as temperatures increase, raising sea levels. "It is a global phenomenon reflecting global warming," he told a news conference, referring to a thaw in places such as "the Himalayas, the Alps, the Andes, Kilimanjaro, Greenland, the South Pole or the North Pole." 

Stoere said he and former U.S. Vice President Al Gore, also attending the Tromsoe talks, planned to set up a task force of experts to study the melt and report to a U.N. conference in Copenhagen in December that is due to agree a new climate pact.

Latest evidence of the melt would be a "clarion call, a real wake-up message to Copenhagen," he said. Many glaciers are retreating but until now, he said the links between a thaw on mountains in the tropics and the Arctic have not been  highlighted enough, he said.

SA Premier & Ministers - High Court challenge to Victoria’s 10 per cent cap

Premier Mike Rann says South Australia’s High Court challenge aimed at unlocking millions of megalitres of water tied up in licences held by irrigators upstream will be broadened to include tackling a little-known 10 per cent cap on Victoria’s water trading market. South Australia expects to be ready to lodge its High Court challenge toward the end of July. Mr Rann says abolishing the annual four per cent cap in Victoria’s water trading market is only part of the solution because the 10 per cent cap on trading that sits above it and provides a permanent block  to water trade.  

“We have been told by our legal experts assembled to mount this High Court challenge that the 10 per cent cap will soon become the real culprit in blocking the free trade of water licences held by Victorian irrigators. “Like the four per cent cap, the 10 per cent cap is a State Government-imposed water-trading cap. This second cap stops more than 10 per cent of water licences ever being purchased from a particular irrigation district. “Therefore, even if the four per cent annual cap were to be completely abolished, the 10 per cent cap would remain and continue to place a noose around the neck of water trading in Victoria. “Some of the Victorian irrigation areas will soon reach the 10 per cent cap. 

“This was not a cap agreed to by the other Basin States and constitutes a breach of the National Water Initiative. “As far as we are concerned – all caps imposed by the Victorian Government need to be banned so that irrigators are free to sell their water licences where and when they see fit. 
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“The Commonwealth has allocated $3 billion to buy permanent water to restore healthy environmental flows to the River. If caps are not lifted the ability of the Commonwealth, let alone this State, to buy back water in time to benefit the River, the Lower Lakes and the Coorong, will be compromised. “It should also be pointed out that some States, most notably New South Wales, will bear the brunt of the buyback scheme if the Victorian trade barriers remain in place.”

“And then, of course, there is also the Victorian irrigators who are being hindered by these ludicrous State-imposed trading caps – so very little water can be freed up in Victoria. “Just last October, Federal Climate Change and Water Minister Penny Wong was blocked from completing the purchase of a water licence in Victoria by the 4 per cent rule. “We need to remove the barriers to water trading as a matter of some urgency.” Mr Rann says the legal team is also examining whether the Commonwealth has legal responsibilities that it must uphold in maintaining the health of the Ramsar-listed Coorong. “This Government is seeking advice on a number of legal options intended to ensure that we get the water flows our River, the Lower Lakes and the Coorong needs to remain healthy and sustainable. 

“We fought for the $13 billion Intergovernmental Agreement between all Murray Darling Basin States and the Commonwealth – and we won it at a COAG meeting here in Adelaide last year. “That agreement, signed in July, also triggered the start of $3.7 billion in infrastructure works along the entire length of the Basin including $610 million in priority projects for South Australia that could result in water savings of more than 100 gigalitres of water in the Murray Darling Basin system. “And we also argued for the large scale reduction of over allocated water licences and won over $3 billion for a buyback scheme. “Now we are intent on ensuring that the buyback scheme achieves its objective so that the water required to safeguard the future of the River, the Lower Lakes and the Coorong is available.

“That is what this High Court challenge is all about and we believe it is a matter of not only State, but national and international significance. “We are determined to win this case, in the same way that we won our High Court challenge to block a radioactive waste dump being located in our outback,” Mr Rann said. 

ABC Regional Online – Australia – Relocation 'difficult' for Murray timber workers
A council worker says many Murray River timber workers set to lose their jobs do not want to relocate. About 56 timber workers will lose their jobs when four new Murray River national parks are created. The Campaspe Shire Council's Janine Caiolfa will help the affected workers access compensation from the Victorian Government. But she says many will not apply for the $10,000 grant to relocate to another area. "Relocation, so far, with the clients that I've been speaking to, has been a little bit difficult for them," she said. "Relocation is probably only [for] a few people that have been thinking about doing that. 

"So most of them are exiting the program at this stage."
ABC Regional Online – Australia - Murray algae alerts remain
Algae alerts are still in place, despite a drop in toxic levels of blue-green algae in the Murray River. The red alert means parts of the Murray and Edward rivers are unsuitable for recreational use. The Murray Regional Algal Coordinating Committee says the latest round of testing came back yesterday. It says toxic levels seem to be dropping but the alerts are still in place.

Tasmania Mercury - Hobart, Tasmania, Australia - Storm over pipe dream
The Premier's dream of turning Tasmania into the "food bowl of the nation" has been rubbished – by his own Treasury chief.
Documents leaked to the Mercury expose deep divides in Government about the viability of his vision. A letter from Treasury chief Don Challen reveals the powerful senior bureaucrat is deeply sceptical of the economic miracle claims touted by the Premier. Mr Challen accuses the architects of the Premier's plan of making illogical and wrong assumptions, inconsistent economic claims and of analysis lacking in evidence. He warns that if the Government pursues a massive irrigation expansion paid for by the taxpayer, it risks exposing itself to demands for more financial support and subsidies over the long term. 

"In light of the lack of any rigorous analysis, I consider there is no merit in developing an innovation strategy for the Government using [the $1 billion water and irrigation infrastructure] approach proposed," Mr Challen states. 

Turning the dry Midlands into Australia's food production powerhouse over the next decade was the centrepiece of Premier David Bartlett's Agenda 2009 speech in March. The Premier believes Tasmania's abundant supply of water can transform the state into the next Murray-Darling food basin, if irrigation schemes can be built to deliver the water "to the right place at the right time". "With the vigorous pursuit of this policy, we will see dry plains of slowly degrading soils turn into acre after acre of Australia's most innovative and productive farmlands," Mr Bartlett told Parliament. "With an investment of $400 million in irrigation, delivering up to 250,000 megalitres of water a year to irrigate over 250,000 extra hectares of land, to deliver an extra $200 million in produce [annually] at the farm gate, this will transform Tasmania." 

But in his March 18 four-page letter written to the acting head of the Economic Development Department, Mr Challen scorns the proposals as exaggerated and lacking "rigorous analysis and evidence". He rubbishes claims the proposed $1 billion to be spent on Mr Bartlett's 12 nominated key irrigation schemes by 2019 will generate an additional $4 billion of agricultural production. "A credible strategy to develop industry sectors must be based on rigorous analysis and evidence," Mr Challen writes. "[There is] no analysis and evidence to support claims that the gross margin from agriculture in Tasmania could increase from $545 million [a year] to $4.7 billion with optimal land use and the adoption of high feasibility irrigation. 

"This is an astonishingly large increase in economic activity yet there appears to be no source for these estimates and no details provided on the assumptions used to calculate them." Mr Challen derides the economic claims. "Most importantly, there is no discussion as to whether the new irrigation schemes are environmentally sustainable or financially and economically feasible," he writes. The Mercury obtained Mr Challen's confidential letter this week on the same day Treasurer Michael Aird guaranteed in Parliament that no such leaks would occur again. 
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At the heart of Mr Challen's letter is a clash of ideology and economics between Mr Challen and the head of Tasmania's Australian Innovation and Research Centre Jonathan West. Professor West is the mastermind of Mr Bartlett's dream of irrigated crops of vines, cherries, poppies, wasabi and rhubarb stretching from the north coast of Tasmania to Sorell and Bothwell. "There is no evidence provided for any of the recommendations that the benefits outweigh the costs or that it would be an appropriate use of taxpayers' money," writes Mr Challen. Mr Challen asks if it has been considered that an increase in wine production by 3500 per cent could send prices for Tasmanian wines crashing.

Adelaide Independent Weekly - Adelaide, South Australia, Australia - Hopes of water breakthrough at COAG
There are hopes of a breakthrough on water when state and federal governments meet today in Hobart. Victoria's four per cent cap on water trading, which critics say is hampering efforts to save the parched Murray-Darling Basin, is likely to be discussed. The federal government is trying to spend $3.1 billion buying out farmers' water rights to help the environment, but it can only buy so much from Victoria. The Australian Conservation Foundation's healthy rivers coordinator Arlene Buchan hopes a deal will be struck to lift, or modify, the cap at the Council of Australian Governments (COAG) meeting.

One option being discussed is for "workable exclusions or exemptions" to the cap, which would allow more water trading.

"The four per cent cap is the single biggest impediment to the commonwealth rolling out its water buyback program," Dr Buchan said.

She's concerned that if the cap stays in place, the government might give up on the water buyback and spend the money elsewhere. NSW irrigators aren't happy about the cap - they've asked the NSW government to consider bringing in its own 10 per cent barrier to water trading. The NSW Irrigators Council labelled Victoria "recalcitrant" and said it was not fair that NSW farmers had to shoulder the full burden of fixing the Murray-Darling. There could be some tense words at COAG between Victorian Premier John Brumby and his South Australian counterpart Mike Rann.

Mr Rann has threatened to take Victoria to the High Court over the four per cent cap. The National Farmers Federation (NFF) is also looking for a breakthrough on water at COAG. It wants agreement on how $5.8 billion is to be spent replumbing rural areas. The federal government promised the money to fix leaky water infrastructure, and it's separate to the buyback fund.

But the money's not being spent very quickly. NFF water spokesman Laurie Arthur said states must put forward projects for funding and the process must be fast-tracked. "COAG has run out of time and excuses," he said. 

The Age - Melbourne, Australia - States expected to back early warning system
An early warning system for natural disasters such as Victoria's bushfires is expected to be endorsed when the Council of Australian Governments meets in Hobart today. It is also expected to agree to a national child protection strategy and renewable energy scheme, discuss school retention rates and training arrangements for young people, and consider the implementation of the Federal Government's economic stimulus measures. Tension between Victoria and South Australia over water entitlements in the Murray-Darling Basin is also likely to be aired. Prime Minister Kevin Rudd last night dined with the state and territory leaders after earlier saying that COAG reform needed to continue despite the economic downturn.

Sources have told The Age that agreement on the national early warning system for natural disasters has been achieved despite initial concerns from Victoria that one model being considered failed to give communities adequate protection.

The child protection system to be agreed upon today will promise children in foster homes a better basic standard of care. Child-protection workers will also get more training to combat child abuse and neglect.

The plan calls for tighter systems to ensure abused children do not "fall through the cracks", such as greater information sharing between child-protection workers and agencies such as Medicare and the Child Support Agency. A national children's commissioner to drive further reform is also contemplated, along with more childcare for children at risk of neglect.

Victorian Community Services Minister Lisa Neville last night welcomed the new framework. 
http://uk.reuters.com/article/rbssFinancialServicesAndRealEstateNews/idUKSYD44577320090429 

Reuters – USA - PRESS DIGEST-Australian General News - April 30
Compiled for Reuters by Media Monitors. Reuters has not verified these stories and does not vouch for their accuracy.
· The Federal Government is proposing to introduce mandatory energy efficiency standards to ensure all new houses adopt a six-star energy rating. Prime Minister Kevin Rudd is expected to table the proposal today at the Council of Australian Governments meeting, with one option for consideration to be a revamp of the first-home owners grant so that it supports green housing. The six-star rating would include fixtures such as lighting and hot water systems, compared to the current five-star rating system that covers building materials only.
· The National Farmers' Federation (NFF) has threatened to withdraw support for the national Murray-Darling Basin rescue plan unless the Federal Government resolves the water dispute between state governments. The New South Wales, Victorian and South Australian governments are locked in an argument that has now escalated to the High Court. NFF taskforce chairman Laurie Arthur said the Council of Australian Governments meeting today was the last chance to act before the NFF withdraws its support.
· The Federal parliamentary secretary for climate change has labelled demands by the Greens for large greenhouse reduction targets as "economic lunacy". Speaking yesterday, Greg Combet said the Greens insistence on unconditional cuts of 40 percent by 2020, and opposition to assistance for heavy polluters, would cause massive cost to jobs and investment. The governments emissions trading scheme will go before the senate shortly and will most likely require the support of the Greens to pass successfully.
